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Racing into the Year of the Rat – UOB starts Lunar New Year celebrations 

early with families and seniors from disadvantaged backgrounds 

 

 

 

Caption: Mr Wee Ee Cheong (second from left), Deputy Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, UOB and Mrs Wee, 

joined by Mr Eric Tham (backrow, first from left), Head, Group Commercial Banking, UOB, as they present a Lunar 

New Year Chinese calligraphy scroll to a family at the reunion dinner. 

 

Singapore, 13 January 2020 – The Lunar New Year festivities started early for more than 120 guests at a 

reunion dinner hosted by United Overseas Bank (UOB) Group Commercial Banking clients and colleagues 

at PARKROYAL on Beach Road. The guests – families and seniors from disadvantaged backgrounds – 
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were invited through their connections with the Central Singapore Community Development Council (CDC), 

The Business Times Budding Artists Fund (BT BAF)1 and Very Special Arts (VSA)2.  

 

Upon arrival, each guest was welcomed into a carnival-like space complete with festive music, roving 

magicians, face painters and balloon sculptors. They were given a goodie bag filled with items such as 

noodles, cookies and bak kwa which was sponsored by UOB clients and colleagues. Guests were also 

presented with auspicious Lunar New Year couplets containing wishes such as happiness and good health 

written by a Chinese calligrapher.  

 

Mr Eric Tham, Head of Group Commercial Banking, UOB, said, “Every Lunar New Year, we look forward 

to carrying on our tradition of uniting with our clients to give back to the community. It is a special time of 

the year when we can help to spread the festive cheer among those who may not be able to celebrate the 

Lunar New Year as fully as they wish. We hope that today’s celebrations were not only enjoyable for our 

guests but also provided them with a memorable start to the Year of the Rat – the first animal in the Chinese 

zodiac cycle.”  

 

Ms Denise Phua, Mayor of the Central Singapore District, said, “UOB is exemplary in carrying out its 

Corporate Social Responsibility and is steadfast in its giving throughout the year. This specially curated 

reunion dinner to include families in need in the community is yet another thoughtful gesture of the Bank’s 

leadership and staff. Businesses, like individuals, should aspire not only to be successful but also 

significant. I encourage more businesses to step up to include and impact those in need in our society, in a 

similarly consistent and committed way as UOB.” 

 

Today’s reunion dinner is part of UOB Group Commercial Banking’s annual Lunar New Year outreach 

programme which will culminate in a fundraising dinner with clients on 29 January 2020. In addition to 

                                                        
1 BT BAF originated from a conviction that no child with the strong interest and potential in the arts should be denied 
the opportunity to develop his or her talents due to a lack of financial resources. BT BAF aims to level the playing 
field and reaches out to children and youths from financially disadvantaged backgrounds, ages six to 19, providing 
opportunities and access to the arts.  
2 VSA Singapore is a local charity organisation dedicated to providing opportunities for people with disabilities to be 
involved in the arts. VSA Singapore has been running successful art programmes, workshops, competitions and art 
exhibitions for the special needs community, creating awareness among members of the public of their immense 
talent and resilience. 
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donations from the Bank’s clients and colleagues, a specially commissioned piece of art will be auctioned 

at the dinner to raise funds for BT BAF, Central Singapore CDC, The Straits Times School Pocket Money 

Fund and VSA. 

 

– Ends – 

 

About United Overseas Bank 

United Overseas Bank Limited (UOB) is a leading bank in Asia with a global network of more than 500 offices in 19 countries and 

territories in Asia Pacific, Europe and North America. Since its incorporation in 1935, UOB has grown organically and through a 

series of strategic acquisitions. UOB is rated among the world’s top banks: Aa1 by Moody’s and AA- by both Standard & Poor’s 

and Fitch Rating. In Asia, UOB operates through its head office in Singapore and banking subsidiaries in China, Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Thailand and Vietnam, as well as branches and representative offices across the region.  

 

Over more than eight decades, generations of UOB employees have carried through the entrepreneurial spirit, the focus on long-

term value creation and an unwavering commitment to do what is right for our customers and our colleagues. 

 

We believe in being a responsible financial services provider and we are committed to making a difference in the lives of our 

stakeholders and in the communities in which we operate. Just as we are dedicated to helping our customers manage their finances 

wisely and to grow their businesses, UOB is steadfast in our support of social development, particularly in the areas of art, children 

and education. 
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